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HEALTH  FOR  THE  BOROUGH  OF  SOUTH  MOLTON 
For  the  Year  ending  December  31st,  1943. 


POPULATION  ... 

...  ... 

2,984 

BIRTH  RATE. 

Live  Births — Males  20, 

Females  18. 

Legitimate —  Males  17, 

Females  15. 

Illegitimate — Males  3., 

Females  3. 

DEATH  RATE. 

All  Causes—  Males  26, 

Females  19. 

Total  Deaths 

...  *  »  « 

45 

Death  Rate  per  1,000,  Ci 

vilian  Population, 

in  the  Borough 

... 

15.008 

Deaths  from  Measles  (i 

ill  ages) 

Nil 

„  ,,  Whooping 

\  Cough 

Nil 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea 

(under  2  years) 

Nil 

Causes  of  Death. 

Males 

Females 

Cranial  Muscular  Lesions 

3 

4 

Heart  Disease 

4 

3 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  Bystem  ... 

2 

2 

Bronchitis  ... 

2 

4 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

— 

Nephritis 

— 

3 

Cancer — Buccal  Cavity  and  Oesopu  gus... 

3 

— 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  ... 

2 

1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  ... 

1 

— • 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

1 

— 

Road  Traffic 

1 

— 

Other  violent  causes 

— 

1 

All  other  causes 

6 

1 

Total 

26 

19 

Heart  Disease,  Circulatory  Diseases,  and 

Cranial 

Muscular 

Lesions  account  for  18  deaths  out  of  45. 
Deaths  from  Cancer  6.  Bronchitis  6. 


REMOVAL  TO  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

No  cases  removed  to  Isolation  Hospital. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

‘  Immunization. 

A  large  percentage  of  children  of  pre-school  age  as  well  as  of 
•school  age  have  now  been  immunized.  People  are  looking  on  this 
protective  measure  much  more  favourably.  All  children  should  be 
immunized  after  the  age  of  one  year  and  the  sooner  the  better. 

There  are  two  injections,  the  second  four  weeks  after  the  first, 
and  it  is  recommended  a  third  injection  when  they  first  go  to 
school.  Children  under  one  year  should  not  be  done,  nor  should 
children  who  have  had  diphtheria,  as  second  attacks  are  extremely 
rare. 

After  immunization,  a  certain  small  percentage  of  children  are 
susceptible  to  diphtheria,  and  this  susceptibility  is  liable  to  increase 
in  the  course  of  time.  Still  the  broad  fact  remains  that  the  use  of 
these  immunizing  agents  have  been  highly  satisfactory.  Some 
90-100  per  cent,  of  individuals  are  immune  after  the  administration 
of  the  requisite  course. 

About  10  per  cent,  ot  immunized  children  are  susceptible,  and 
it  may  be  best  to  let  things  be.  The  Schick  test  was  devised  to 
determine  the  susceptibility  of  individuals  to  diphtheria  in  1913 
before  immunization  was  carried  out,  and  it  is  largely  used 
to-day  to  determine  the  susceptibility  of  immunized  persons  after 
immunization.  It  is  a  fairly  simple  procedure — it  consists  of  two 
injections  into  the  forearm  done  at  the  same  time — the  injections 
are  made  into  the  skin  and  not  through  it — one  injection  is  a  small 
quantity  of  diphtheria  toxin  and  the  other,  a  control,  consists  of  a 
small  quantity  of  toxin  heated  up  to  75°  C  for  10  minutes.  One  of 
these  injections  shows  a  reaction  if  the  individual  is  susceptible  and 
further  immunization  should  be  done.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
injections  into  the  skin  are  painful  and  it  is  not  considered  advisable 
to  do  this  test  on  a  large  scale. 

Particulars  of  the  Schick  Test  mentioned  above  are  taken 
from  “  Recent  advances  in  Medicine.” — Beaumont  &  Dobbs. 


MEASLES. 

No  cases  notified. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

One  case. 

Notifiable  diseases  were  few  in  number  during  1943. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Two  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified  in  1943. 

There  were  at  31st  December,  1943,  13  cases  of  Pulmonary 
and  4  cases  of  N on-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  on  the  register. 

I  wish  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  help  that  has  always 
been  given  to  me  by  the  Town  Clerk  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 


W.  G.  MORTIMER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


